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EPARTURE IN

THE BUSINESS LIFE OF NASHVILLE.

Mr. A. N. Johnson, the Leading Embalmer and Funeral Director of the Negro
Race Selects our City as his Future Home and has opened the Finest Under-
taking Establishment in the South. Waiting rooms for our Ladies while
shopping down in the city, Chapel and other features Grand Opening next
Monday Sept. 16th 423 Cedar street in Boyd Building.

Only one block from the street rall-
way station, and a ghort distance from
the Unfon and Southern Rail Road
Stations. Office 'phone, Maln 768.
Here he has show-rooms where he ex-
hibits many of the varfous creations
in styles and colors of caskets, robes
and latest paraphernalia incident to
the business. A modern chapel, espe-
clally prepared for those who want
funerals to take place from parlors,
arranged with every facility for the
accommodation of persons whoase re-
mains are brought to the city or to be
conveyed to homes out of the elty.
Here you will find waiting and recep-
tion rooms for persons who are to at-
tend upon the services, or those who
come into the city or depart with
remains, Often there are no resting
places where our people ean stop to
refreshen themselves when arriving
in the city or to rest on departing,
hence he has especially prepared =
room for their every convenience,
just as if they were at home, also a
reception room, to which you will he
weleomed to rest whem shopping or
stopping down in the central part of
the city. That the people will appre-
clate a neat, clean and inviting rest.
ing place, where they may drop in and
wait, use the ’phone, make & memo-
randum, send out for a glass of soda
water or meet a friend, such accom-
modations as are not given to our peo-|
ple, and are given by hotels, drng
stores and similar places down In the
city to other races, goes without say-
ing. These privileges are given abso-
lutely free to the deserving men and
women of the race, and Mr. Johnson
feels that the same will be appreclated
by both ladiea and gentlemen. A
most cordial Invitation 1s extemded to
you to come and see his guarters, com-
mend what 18 good and suggest what
might help to make a complete place,
Hls anartments are geparate and dis
tinet from all other tenants in the en-
tira building,

When asked about embalming and
his business, he sald:

“After death, comes the Fmbalmer.
At least he should come. Often he 18
praceded by the sndden adviser, whose
Intense Interest and advice as to
1which Embalmer yon ghould have, adds
to your sorrow, 'There has been as
great advancement made in embalm-
ing within the nast twentv years as
there has been In anv of the modern
arta and sclences, and the nrosperity
of the peonle has demanded better and
more skilled service. until very fow
gtates In the Tnion are without string-
ent laws regvlatine the practice of
embalming. The modern Fmhbalmer
gshonld have a thorough knowledge of
anatomy, antiseptic chemistre, sani-
tary sclence, disinfection, ete, He shonld
know when a person ig dead, the dif-
ferent phenomena of death and shonld
have such a knowledge of diseases
that he can know the cause of death
and how to give that specifie treat-
ment in embalming which {s neceasi-
tated by the nature of the disease, that
the living mav be nrotected from ron-
tarlon and infection and the hodv re.
celve such treatment as will glve the
most satisfactory results,

“After careful survey of the needs.
advantages. conditions and onnortuni:
tles in this Athens, we declded that
there was an ‘onenine for a man who
¥new his business:; for a man in the
front ranks who was comnpetent, who
wasg fullv nn to date 'n the profeasion
nf emhalmine. and who had an eaunin.
ment equal o the best in the entire
sonntry, rerardlegs of the question of
race or color.'”

‘R TO HIS COMPETENCY.

He said:

“We have nracticed embalming for
the past fourteen vears, during which
‘tme we have emhalmed nersons who
have died from almost cvery known
Aleomse. every form of accldent and
vinlsnee—numbering ahove three thon.
sand bodies—and siven satisfaction In
pvery case. in hoth the citles of Mo-
Hla and Memnhis During this time
the recorda will show 1‘nn§h we hu;!:;i

le than anv other under
g;:?' 'r_}l;o:‘!ther race, Besides holding
a oraduate’s diploma from an Rr‘n-
halming Oollere we have been T
renged by Pmhalmine Boards of Ala.
bama and Tevas, whiph atates rennire
parsons to pass riedd pxaminations in

embalming, sanitary sclence, antisep

tie chemistry, ete, before they can
claim to embalm. When a colored
man passes these Boards and is grant-

e€d license, he is certainly competent.”

In addition to the knowledge ac-
quired from practice, he has visited
every city with more than ten thou-
sand inhabitants, from New York to
Mexico, studying every known method
of the art of emhalming, so that he is
able to say in the fullest confidence,
that in all the methods he is at the
head of the profession of embalming
and can give the most satisfactory
service; so that if you employ him to
do your embslming vou have a man
thoroughly competent, up to the pres
ent time in methods and who can give
vou the very beast of service.

He said: “Many very valuable lives
are lost by employing incompetent
men in embalming., There are men
who possibly know how to ‘keep a
body' for twenty-four or forty-eight
hours, but whose work results in the
gpreading of the disease by turning
loose germ life, so that it only re
mains a few weeks or months until
others have developed the same dis-
ease and died; all because the em
balmer knew nothing about disinfec
tion. Ask any repuntable physician
what amount of damage can be done
by an incompetent embalmer who is
wanting in the krowledege of how to
dispoge of the germ life in typhoid
fever or other infectious or contaglous
diseages, Certainly in such a time
you need competency."

Death 1s never a welcome visitor
and the horror and sorrow which
comes with him are often ameliorated
by the man of competency—one sn
gkillad as to be regarded as an artist
In his nrofession. Every one agrees
that all dead bodies should be em-
halmed as much for sanltary reasoms
ag for keeping the dead pleasant; for
of all the unpleasant conditions none

MR. A. N. JOHNSON,
Funeral Director and Embalmer,

is more unpleasaul than a body in
| the advanced state of putrefaction—
no matter how beautiful the person
was in life or how amiable his diposi-
tion, Still there are people who are
80 economical (?) that they will not
have it done at the proper time; but
wait until the body has far gone inta
decomposition and decay, so that they
are blackened and good results are int-
possible. There is a “Too late” period
in embalming just as there i= in re
liglon or medicine,

AB TO PRICES,

When asked about prices for sucl
service, he said:

“Our prices are consistent with sery-
ices and material used. No man
serves now for nothing. The good old
days when a man died at midnight,
the chureh bell rang, the neighborhood
arose from its slumbers, carpenters
made a free coffin and good women cov-
ered it with black ealico are gone,
Our prosperity has carried us away
from those times and we are wanting
the very hest that we can get. Al
persong do mnot die from the same
cause. Deaths from some diseases re-
gquire more time and more expensive
rnaterial and gervice, just as a physi-
cian charges for different operationg
a different price. Our prices will not
he any higher than vou would pav for
services not as efficient. A new man
coming Into a community could not
hope to give other than the hest sery-
fee and make prices in reason.”

EQUIPMENT

Well, Mr. Johngon, what ahout your
cnipment?

“*We have the distinction of owning
the finest funeral ecars ever owned by
anv colored man in the United States,

When we sold out our business last

November, we ordered the Cunning-
ham people, who are the most famous
hearse builders in the world, to build
(us one of the finest, most magnificent,
massive and stately funeral cars ever

bullt. Tt {s without doubt as beautiful
and as elegant in deslgn as any funer-
al car in this country and finer than
the funeral car which was used for
President McKinley when he died. ‘Tt
iz fit for a king." The finest owned by
any colored man in America to-day,
and equal to any in the country in
beauty and design. It will be worth a
visit to our place to see this grand
piece of architecture and workman-
ghip,

“What is sald in the foregoing about
our ebony or black funeral car, can be
said of our white funeral car, with its
richly carved wood panels, between
which are displayed snowy white, pur-
ple or steel gray curtains to blend
with the color of the casket msed.
This 13 an innovation which the artis-
tic will appreciate and commend.
Death is robbed of much of its horrors
when modern ideas are employed in
such detalls as we concern ourselves,
and which have conspicuously placed
us at the head of the business in the
ontire country,

“Our carriages are not old, second
nand, rebuilt carriages, but brand new
in make, style and design and the
best that genfus has invented and
money can buy. These ave for hire at
all times and at reasonable prices,
whether we have your funeral or not.”

AS TO CASKETS,

When asked about carrying a stock
of goods he said:

“We will keep constantly on hand
all kinds of coffing, caskets, robes and
zeneral funeral furnishings. We would
much prefer that our customers would
come and make thelr own selection,

it always gives more satisfaction than
the catalogue. There are many styles
of caskets, in all the various colors
and tints, and, In keeping with the
times, we have had many of our cask-
ets made to our own style and lking,
because we believe in our good taste
and ability to design, ¥es our
customers originality. “We “will be
pleased to sérve our customers in the
old way, by selling from the cata-
logue; but as they would not think
of buying even a hat without Seelng
it, we belleve that people will get the
most satisfaction by seeing just the ex-
act casket and funeral car that they
want, and satisfaction 1s assured.
“We ghall be pleased to have any
and all persons call on us and see our
place of business and become acquaint-
ed with us. We are of necessity forced
to ask the assistance of the people as
well as some indulgence in getting ac-
quainted, and we hope that no one will
think we are stiff-necked, puffed up or
unfriendly to all of our people, wheth-
ér they are poor or rich, laborers or
servants, for we are earnest servants,
anxious to serve and please the hum-
blest person who ecares to employ us
and who can pay for good services at
reasonable and living prices.”

What about gociety business?

“We are anxious for and will be
pleased to have members of any and
all socleties, whether they be benevo-
lent or seeret to see our place of busi-
ness, our outfit and learn of our meth-
ods. It perhaps might he thought
that we should connect ourselves with
each of the societies iu order to et
their business. We believe in gocle-
ties and the great good they do; bus
we helleve that we should be at our
place of husiness, ready to serve the
people instead of trylng to get busi-
ness that way, We hope that the peo-
ple who conduct the affairs of the good
organizations will consider this fact,
that we are competent and experi-
enced In society management and will
give us support as we merit it by giv-
Ing the most competent service and be-
Ing at our post when called upon.”

AS TO TERMS,

When asked about terms, he re-
plied:

"“Our prices are reasonable and are
not inflated. Tn some cases men em-
ploy the method of havinz honest
people pay other’s debts. They give
eredit to all who ask it and those who
pay, pay the other man’s bills. It
has heen our method to rather do
business for those who ean and will
pay, at a living rate. than take all
kinds of risks, wear out our outfit so
that when the man who has had the
good jndgment to insure or join some
zood organization wants a funeral,
the outfit and horses are all worn out.
We will be glad to do business for any
one who can pay and for those who
can give assurance that pay will he
gure and certain in a reasonable time.
We Thope to observe the (olden
Rule to all in onr dealings. There
Is  business enough for all who
are here as well as for us and we want
the friendship and co-operation of all
men in the hnsiness:! therefore. we
shall be glad if all who read our an-
nouncement will come and see our
nlace, get acquainted with us and see
if they 1ike nus well enough to give us
& chance to serve them. Then they
will know when the time comea
whether they want us or not. and all
unnleasantness he eliminated. There
are undertakers who vislt the sick
and who ask for a funeral. This act
borders too much on the vilture for
us and we do neither. 1f neople want
our services, come to our place of busi-
ness, or ring ns up, giving us the age
of the deceased 8o that we can Intelll-
gently bring paraphernalia snitable,
telline us on which street they lye
and the number, and we will answar
their calls day or night.”

Tell ug something of your parapher-
nalia and service,

“Our paraphernalia ig new and
modern, Pedestals, trucks, couches
and methods are modern, not chean.
We nride ourselves on our service.
Rervice 18 our strong point. We ecan
and do lay emphasis on service. Peo-
nle 2et the best when they smploy us,
That Is as sure a= death itzelf. Tn elv-
Ing us a part of their business, they

are assured of all that is latest and
~
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